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AMERICAN BUSINESS CHEERS GSP RENEWAL BY CONGRESS 
 
Washington, DC – American companies cheered the approval by Congress of 
legislation renewing the U.S. Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program from 
January 1, 2011 through July 31, 2013.  House action this evening followed Senate 
passage of identical legislation on September 22.  The legislation now goes to the 
President, who is expected to sign it soon.   
 
 Since GSP expired on December 31, 2010, American companies have paid nearly 
$2 million a day in new import taxes.  More than 330 companies and associations, led 
by the Coalition for GSP, have been urging Congress to pass an immediate, retroactive 
renewal of the GSP program. 
 
 “Today’s action will provide immediate relief for companies that have been burdened 
by increased costs for the last 10 months,” said Laura Baughman, Executive Director of 
the Coalition for GSP.  “The extension through July 2013 allows those companies to 
plan their sourcing confidently with the knowledge that those benefits will be in place for 
the next two years.” 
 
 “Retroactive reauthorization of the GSP program, which triggers a refund of duties 
paid to date, will infuse a half of a billion dollars into the economy,” added Daniel 
Anthony, Research Director of the Coalition for GSP.  “This money, coupled with duty 
savings going forward, will help American companies hire new employees, expand their 
operations, and get the U.S. economy moving in the right direction.” 
 
 The GSP program is a special trade program that promotes economic growth in 129 
developing countries by providing duty-free access to the United States for select 
products.  The majority of GSP importers are small businesses and three-quarters of all 
imports under the GSP program are raw materials and equipment used to manufacture 
goods in the United States.  American families benefit from the lower costs for finished 
consumer goods.  
 
 The Coalition for GSP is a group of American companies and trade associations 
organized to educate policy makers and others about the important benefits to 
American companies, workers, and consumers of the GSP program.  Its members 
range from small, family-owned businesses to Fortune 500 corporations and operate in 
all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.  
 
 The following pages include company reactions to GSP renewal.  An updated list of 
company reactions, along with information about the Coalition and GSP and the impacts 
of expiration on American companies can be found at http://renewgsptoday.com. 
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Reactions to Congressional Passage of the GSP Program 
 
Mike Kelley, Vice President at Metal Exchange Corporation (St. Louis, Missouri):  “GSP 
retroactive renewal will once again make us competitive with imports from China.  This 
will be very helpful going into 2012 contract negotiations.”  
 
John Underhill, Import Manager of Decotone Surfaces (Garwood, New Jersey):  “Having 
the GSP renewed and retroactive is going to allow our company to add the people and 
equipment that we need. All reinvestment plans for 2011 had to be shelved until this 
program was reinstated. Now a large equipment purchase from a local company, that 
was on hold all year, can proceed. This is a great boost for our business in a tough 
economy.” 
 
Michael Murphy, President at Halsted Corporation (Jersey City, New Jersey):  "Our 
textile bag and packaging company has been in business in the United States for 135 
years. Our continued success depends on governmental assistance such as the 
retroactive renewal of the GSP. These resources enable us to reinvest in our company 
and maintain growth in a difficult economy." 
 
Patrice Gerber, Founder at KOUBOO LLC (South Laguna, California):  “Passage of the 
renewal of GSP is great news for my small start-up business. It puts money back into 
the company’s pocket that I can re-invest to grow it and make it sustainable. With a 
challenging economic environment any help goes a long way to put my business on a 
sound footing and create the basis for growth.” 
 
Paul Westmaas, President at Hiblow USA, Inc. (Saline, Michigan):  “The retroactive 
renewal of the GSP program will have a very positive impact on our small business! It 
will restore our competitiveness with Chinese imports and allow us to plan for our future 
and grow our business.” 
 
Megy Karydes, Founder of World Shoppe (Chicago, Illinois):  "We've been watching the 
GSP vote closely and had been reminding our government officials regularly about the 
impact that passing the GSP will have on our business. As we work directly with 
artisans in developing countries, mainly South Africa and Kenya, our cost to bring the 
goods have increased significantly since the GSP had expired. We've had to adjust our 
prices and introductions of new products accordingly. Renewing the GSP program will 
allow us to provide our retail customers with an even greater selection of fair trade and 
handmade products at a price that is competitive in the U.S. marketplace." 
 
Donnie Hosford, Senior Vice President at Hosford International, Inc. (Erie, PA):  “GSP 
Renewal is great news for US Importers. For the next two years this will help our 
economy grow and keep people employed. Businesses have suffered enough over the 
last couple of years and this is one step toward recovery.” 
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Reactions to Congressional Passage of the GSP Program (continued) 
 
Lon Seidman, Partner at The Safety Zone LLC (Stamford, Connecticut):  "Retroactive 
renewal will return approximately half a million dollars to The Safety Zone, helping us 
invest domestically in jobs and infrastructure to support our rapidly growing company. 
 GSP also leads to a more competitive international marketplace by allowing 
small countries to compete with larger ones like China." 
 
Raj Mirpuri, Founder of International Duru’s (Northridge, California):  “I am glad to see 
that this has been extended for two years and that we will all be getting a refund. This 
will help us all in our business by keeping our cost down and hopefully we will be able to 
sell more of our products.”  
 
Linda Garke of De Ruijter USA (Coldwater, Ohio):  “The renewal of the GSP program 
allows our group to allocate funds to the growth and development of new products and 
a broader range of services.  This range will allow for additional immediate employment 
opportunities.” 
 
George Sugarman, President of Decorative Carpets, Inc. (Los Angeles, California):  
“The retroactive renewal of the GSP program and the subsequent refund will make a 
huge difference to our bottom line. The refund could not have come at a better time as 
we try to ‘hang on’ during this current downturn cycle.  We will put the money to good 
use by investing in our # 1 asset, our people.”   
 
Keith W. Nagy, Chief Financial Officer of Zschimmer & Schwarz, Inc. (Macon, Georgia):  
“We have grown by 100% during the last three years and now employ 52 people. 
 Increased raw material costs threaten this growth, so today’s renewal of the GSP 
program greatly helps.”  
 
Andrew Bohac, Controller of Matrix Metals (Richmond, Texas):  “Matrix Metals is a steel 
foundry group of companies.  The GSP fee has put a tremendous burden on our 
company, as we have not been able to pass this on to our customers.  Today’s 
retroactive renewal will allow us to recover our losses for this year because of GSP 
expiration, which have been substantial.” 
 
Dave Murdock, Co-Owner of Keystone Leather (Williamsport, Pennsylvania):  “We 
manufacture footwear components from sole leather purchased in Argentina.  Our 
customers are primarily domestic footwear manufacturers based in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Texas, Maine, Washington, New York, and Pennsylvania.  The sole leather 
we need is not made in the USA, so the passage of GSP not only helps keep our 
manufacturing in Williamsport stay competitive, but literally helps domestic 
manufacturers from coast to coast.”   
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Reactions to Congressional Passage of the GSP Program (continued) 
 
Chris Bracken, Domestic Sales Manager of American Omni Trading (Houston, Texas):  
“The passage of this bill will help us with our small business and allow us to grow, which 
in turn feeds the rest of the economy.” 
 
Craig R. Schloneger, Chief Executive Officer of Ten Thousand Villages (Akron, 
Pennsylvania):  “The retroactive renewal of the GSP program is great news to the 
employees, artisans and customers of Ten Thousand Villages!  This renewal will allow 
us to invest over $100,000 in growing the marketplace for Fair Trade products in the 
United States.” 
  
Anagha Dandekar, President of Hardware Renaissance (Santa Fe, New Mexico):  
“Retroactive renewal of the GSP program is great news for us.  We can stop worrying 
about the burden of extra tariffs on our handmade hardware for 2 years, and can 
reinvest the reimbursements and savings in growing the business and hiring more 
people.”   
  
Manish Gupta, Operations Manager of Handmade Expressions (Austin, Texas):  “We 
are excited about the renewal. It allows us to operate our business, support our 
producing partners in India and bringing good products to consumers in US in a 
sustainable manner.” 
 
Kevin Fahy, Owner of Fahy Leathers (Commerce, California):  “GSP is very important 
as it allows my company to be as competitive as possible so my clients can compete 
with imported finished products from China in particular. Without GSP status my 
customers and I have been at a price disadvantage.” 
 
Brent Cleaveland, Executive Director of Fashion Jewelry & Accessories Trade 
Association (North Kingstown, Rhode Island):  “Renewing the GSP is a significant step 
to aid jewelry companies to pay for the barrage of regulatory requirements coming our 
of state and federal legislatures.  This effort will result in job growth nationwide 
benefiting our American marketplace.” 
 
Nipun Shah, President of Excell Services LLC (Raleigh, North Carolina):  “Passing of 
GSP will greatly help the small companies to stay in business with a special competitive 
products.” 
 
Sean Stewart, President & Owner of Stewart Floor LLC (Chicago, IL):  "Retroactive 
renewal of the GSP program is great news for our small business.  It will bring back 
some level of certainty that has been missing and we will invest this money in our 
company.  These refunded taxes will be put to work in our economy." 
 


