
June 28, 2013

The Honorable John A. Boehner
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515-3508

Dear Speaker Boehner:

On behalf of the National Retail Federation (NRF), I am writing to you today to urge
your support for immediate Congressional consideration and passage of legislation to extend the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program before it expires on July 31, 2013.  It is
critical to American employers and families that this important trade program is renewed in
advance of its expiration.

GSP is important for two reasons.  It permits American companies, including retailers, to
lower costs by importing a wide variety of goods duty-free from designated developing
countries.  Lower costs enhance both U.S. and foreign companies in very poor countries to grow
their businesses and support employment.  For American retailers, millions of dollars of duty-
savings are passed on to American families through lower prices.  Second, the economic growth
the program promotes in beneficiary countries, many of which are located in unstable regions of
the world, is important to U.S. foreign and security interests around the globe.

If the GSP program is allowed to expire, U.S. companies, many of them small businesses,
will immediately have to pay higher tariffs beginning on August 1.  These are expenses that
companies have not initially planned for.  These companies, both retailers and manufacturers
who rely on the program, have built out their supply chains several months in advance to make
sure they are able to have a constant supply of the goods they need.

The GSP program has always enjoyed strong bipartisan support in Congress. The
program is not only critical to helping lesser-developed countries, but it also helps benefit
American families, workers, and businesses.  Allowing GSP to expire could impact the
economy, especially the significant number of small businesses who rely on the program.
Scheduling GSP for a vote before the August recess should be a straight-forward and immediate
way to save American companies and workers, and American families from an unnecessary and
significant tax hike.



As the world’s largest retail trade association and the voice of retail worldwide, NRF
represents retailers of all types and sizes, including chain restaurants and industry partners, from
the United States and more than 45 countries abroad. Retailers operate more than 3.6 million
U.S. establishments that support one in four U.S. jobs – 42 million working Americans.
Contributing $2.5 trillion to annual GDP, retail is a daily barometer for the nation’s economy.
NRF’s This is Retail campaign highlights the industry’s opportunities for life-long careers, how
retailers strengthen communities at home and abroad, and the critical role that retail plays in
driving innovation.

We call upon Congress to renew the GSP program before it expires on July 31, 2013.
The program enjoys strong bi-partisan support and is an important global economic tool.  If you
have any questions, please contact Jonathan Gold, NRF’s Vice President for Supply Chain and
Customs Policy.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

David French
Senior Vice President
Government Relations
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