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May 22, 2014 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 
Chairman  
Committee on Finance  
U.S. Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Orrin Hatch 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Finance 
U.S. Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 

The Honorable Dave Camp  
Chairman  
Committee on Ways and Means 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Sandy Levin 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Ways and Means 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 
Dear Chairmen Wyden and Camp and Ranking Members Hatch and Levin: 
 
As you are aware, the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) expired on July 31 of last year, 
more than nine months ago. We, as the Ambassadors of Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia, would 
like to express to you the importance of renewing the GSP to strengthen
relationship with the United States both from economic and security viewpoints. We write to 
provide additional information on the importance of the GSP program to our countries and small 
businesses and to our overall relationship to the United States.    
 
The largest U.S. import from Georgia under GSP is ferrosilicon manganese. The reinstated 3.9% 
duty rate for U.S. imports of ferrosilicon manganese has significantly increased the costs to the 
companies that import the commodity. As a result, U.S. imports of the metal from Georgia 
dropped 15 percent in 2013, and have decreased by 57 percent in the first two months of 2014, 
as compared to a year earlier. Other important GSP imports from Georgia include fruit juices, 
mineral water, and flavored waters. For example, GSP duty-free treatment of fruit juice has 
clearly facilitated the increase in U.S. imports.  
 
During the meeting of the President of the United States and the President of Georgia on January 
30, 2012, both parties expressed the willingness to continue to strengthen trade relations 
between two countries, including the possibility of a free trade agreement.. Since then, the 
Administration has focused on the availability of GSP to help Georgia and the United States 
deepen its economic relationship. Without GSP, the bilateral economic relationship, as 
measured in U.S. imports from Georgia, has been decimated.  
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U.S. imports from the country thus far in 2014 have plunged by 72.6 percent. The withdrawal of 
GSP has created unfavorable economic environment for export promotion and market 
diversification, which is essential to . 
 
In the current complex developments in the region, the diversification of markets is one of the 
main priorities of Moldova. As part of its long-term objective to join the European Union (EU), 
Moldova will sign on June 27, 2014, an Association Agreement with the EU, which encompasses 

launched between the United States and Moldova, which also envisages an important economic 
dimension. Extension of GSP and the signing of the bilateral Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement (TIFA) are vehicles that provide the opportunity to support Moldovans during these 
difficult times.  
 

 Russia introduced a ban on Moldovan 
wine and spirits.  of over 14% alcohol content had become a major export to 
the U.S. market under GSP. 
nearly 28 percent. Without U.S. companies being able to import Moldovan wine duty-free for the 
last nine months, it has become already clear that Moldova cannot maintain its newly established 
and vital import share. GSP is a lifeline to our wine industry and rural communities. The longer 
GSP is not renewed, the more difficult it will be to reestablish our U.S. market niche.  
 
In Ukraine, our businesses have been able to export many products under the GSP program, 
such as tires, optical telescopes, titanium, and sugar confections. The GSP facilitated the export 
of over $50 million in goods to the U.S. market in 2013. Since the beginning of 2014, Ukraine 
has faced unprecedented aggression from a neighboring country. This unexpected and mean 
military aggression, together with absolutely shameless propaganda and unacceptable political 
and economic pressure, puts Russia in among the states that are gross violators of international 
law. And,   
 
The continuing political crisis, however, is causing great economic uncertainty, which is 
compounded by the lapse of GSP. Prior to the crisis, our economic ties to Russia were robust. 
We now look to the United States as a stronger and more reliable partner in ensuring the 
economic stability of our country. Our export markets are critical in maintaining employment. It 
is extremely important that the GSP program be reauthorized soon, as it will allow our 
businesses and workers to reestablish stable demand for their products and continue to expand 
into new products for export. The GSP is vital both to our economic stability and as a tool to 
strengthen our overall ties with the United States.  The GSP renewal could be a significant part 
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assistance efforts to Ukraine, increasing bilateral trade and investment flows, as well as 
. 

 
Mr. Chairman, we urge you to make GSP renewal a priority given the current security situations 
in our countries. The GSP program deepens and strengthens economic ties with the United 
States and provides our countries with a proven driver of economic development. Most 
importantly, the GSP program is essential to assisting our countries to withstand the current 
political developments in our region. 
 
We stand ready to assist you in your renewal efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

H.E. Archil Gegeshidze 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Embassy of Georgia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
H.E. Igor Munteanu  
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Embassy of the Republic of Moldova 
 

 

 

H.E. Olexander Motsyk 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary  
Embassy of Ukraine 
 

 

 

cc:     The Honorable Secretary of the Department of Commerce Penny Pritzker 
          The Honorable Secretary of the Department of State John F. Kerry 
          The Honorable Secretary of the Department of Treasury Jacob Lew

    The Honorable Secretary of the Department of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
    The Honorable U.S. Trade Representative Ambassador Michael Froman 


